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URBAN MEANS TOWN AND RELATES TO BLACK 

CULTURE.   
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THAT’S WHY WE’RE CALLED URBAN PANSTULA  

WE STAND FOR KASI CULTURE. 



INTRODUCTION
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For the first eight years of my life, I grew up in Bulawayo, 
the capital of Matabele land in Zimbabwe. Like most 
Southern African children, I aspired to be part of the 
pantsula subculture. The impressive footwork, the uniform 
of dickies, converse, bucket hats drew me in. I wanted 
to be a pantsula dancer! Every family BBQ, parties I was 
always in the centre of the dance floor, breaking a sweat 
with footwork. Moving to the UK did not stop me for a 
while. Though no one understood the lyrics or the dance, 
my love for the subculture carried me through my primary 
school talent show performance. Though, I never danced 
pantsula again.

Growing up in the UK in the early 2000s was hard for an 
African child. The culture I grew up seeing everywhere 
suddenly was nowhere. A glimpse of home came from my 
Mum and Dad’s stories, their playlists, photo albums, phone 
calls from aunties, uncles, Gogos and Khulus (grandmas 
and grandads). So you can imagine the euphoria I felt 
when Beyonce in 2011 featured Tofo Tofo in Run The 
World (Girls). I didn’t know then that I felt seen. 

The story of Alexandra’s very own, Urban Pantsula, is 
dedicated to all southern African youth in the world. This 
series of images are part of ‘Egoli: The City of Gold.’ My 
love letter to Johannesburg. A city that taught me, to 
never dilute my identity to assimilate. There is beauty in 
difference. After all, a man without culture is like a zebra 
without stripes. 

Nompumelelo Ncube (Nom)
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Pantsula is our response and 
resistance to the current socio-   
economic issues affecting the 
townships of South Africa.

Our vision is to highlight the 
authenticity of our township.

Our lifestyle is the voice of the 
township.
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Alexandra or as the locals say Alex, is a township located 
in Johannesburg. A township is what the apartheid 
government used to call Black settlements. When one 
mentions Alex inequality and socio- economic struggles 
are not just of the past but are still evident today. Birthed 
as a response to political challenges during the apartheid, 
isipantsula became means of expression against the 
oppressive gov- ernment through dance and dress.

Known for their exceptional footwork and uniform of 
dickies and converse, the legacy still lives on the streets of 
Alexandra. Urban Pantsula is a dance crew and a creative 
collective made up of four- teen members that consist 
of both females and males on a mission to safeguard 
the youth from gang violence, substance abuse, social 
issues such as unemployment, a failing education system 
through dance.

Established on the 18th March 2014 at a youth centre 
named Thusong, the group is now a registered non-profit 
organisation with a vision to uplift their community and 
tell the world their story.
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“In the township, it’s a must to have a nickname.

When you’re a crew member we spice it up and 

call you after how you dance or what you are 

like.



THABANG RAMPHISA

MILTON TSHABALALA 

DOCTOR MABUNDA 

SPHELELE NGQULUNGA 

AYANDA KHUMALO 

ABONGA DYODO 

UNATHI HLOYI

TSHEPO NAKO 

WANDILE MADLALA 

LUYUYO YANDA 

VUYO YANDA 

NTOKOZO NKAMBULE 

AKIDO MALABELA 

VAN STORKOVIC
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We draw inspiration from the older generation 

of the Pantsula subculture movement both 

locally and nationally with Kwaito music 

legends, Trompies, Tkzee.

The music we dance to is called Gqom. A 

genre born in the townships of Durban.

Introducing new dance moves, fresh post 

Kwaito music genres, a modernised fashion 

style. We are also redefining the traditional 

Pantsula subculture, to grow the platform for 

other creatives.
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“
Dancing has become a part of my identity. 

Wherever I go everyone knows that I’m 

a pantsula dancer. From the school to the 

community! I have featured on music videos, 

tv commercials, local dance shows too. I keep 

pushing on so others can believe anything is 

possible.
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“We believe in the strong heritage that our 

subculture upholds. That is why we wear 

authentic colourful garments inspired by 

workwear; Dickies, and Converse sneakers.
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One memory I cherish is when we come 

together once a year to host the group party. 

We invite our families, supporters and friends 

to celebrate our achievements and hard 

work. It is a special day for me because we 

give back by dancing, enjoying the day, and 

thanking God for our blessings. For keeping 

us together!
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PANTSULA MEANS ‘IDENTITY’ WE REPRESENT 

IT AS MUCH AS IT REPRESENTS US.  
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URBAN PANTSULA
WWW.EGOL I -THEC ITYOFGOLD.COM


